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Dordt College experiences
changes to telecommunications
Long distance phone service to be dis- Warsaw's Forum updated,
connected at end of year
revamped
Stealing is a crime. And
it happens at Dordt.
Page 2

Christmas across cultures, countries and centuries through acting.
Page 8

EXPOSED! Crossdressing professors
caught in the act. Oops.
Page 4

Sarah Meyers
Staff Writer
Dordt students
will want one more
thing put on their
Christmas
wishlists: prepaid phone
cards. Or they may
have to think twice
before
switching
the
channel
on
those 10-10 ads.
Perhaps they will
use more of their
January cellphone
Beka Schreur
minutes. Whatever
action students decide to take, Dordt
dorms and residences will lose long distance service starting January I, 2004.
The reason for this change, says
Information
Services Vice President
David Netz, is Dordt's current service
can't compete with the wide array of
alternatives that students use for their
long distance calls. In addition to phone
cards, 10-10 numbers and cell phones,
students also use family 800 numbers,
prepaid phone services, chatrooms, email
and instant messages.
There is also the problem of Dordt's
rural setting. Dordt does not own the
phone switch that all calls go though, so
there's a fee for every call. Phone companies interested in the Dordt market would

like to bypass that switch
but current conditions do
not allow them to. Thus,
students pay a high rate
for their calls.
Information Services
has been tracking the
declining use of the Dordt
long distance and had put
forth
a proposal
in
October of this year to
discontinue long distance
service in May 2004.
Netz said he saw no
reason why the service
couldn't end on the last
day of the calendar year, and he took the
proposal to Student Forum for discussion.
The idea was received well in their
November meeting.
Dordt students who use their long
. distance pin number to make calls will be
notified directly. There also will be
announcements in the Today, and the
bookstore will continue selling prepaid
phone cards.
"Dordt just couldn't be competitive,"
said Netz. "Dordt students are savvy, and
if they made a long distance phone call
through Dordt, they'd pay about 10 cents
a minute. But if they went to Wal-Mart,
they could get a prepaid phone card that
cost 3 cents a minute. Or they could use
their cell phones."

Fast
Forward
4··.,.·.
Sara Prins
Staff Writer

The file-sharing
service run by Illuvatar
has been shut down, but
what remains of the
once-useful
service?
Warsaw's Forum is all
that is left.
Running
discussions and hosting
message boards is now
the main job of the
website, maintained by Beka Schreur
Warsaw himself. Some
topics in discussion are
women in church office (posted by AlexKerensky) and why
people seem to want to date (posted by weeman).
Perhaps the most enlightening message board relates
to the actual shutting down of Illuvatar's search engine. With
seventeen replies after the original post, this is the second
most popular discussion. What exactly went down is
described, with first-hand views and replies.
Under General topics, however, the post with by far
the most replies was posted hy kiltedtuba on September 14,
regarding a computer gaming club. Many people, with names
like warsaw, beast and zyclonius, have replied to the original
post. The discussion ranges from War Craft 3 to different
mods of the game Half-Life.
What was once the "illegal" website has now turned
into a community sounding board, people with common
interests and different ideals. This self-proclaimed "Not
Student Services Approved" forum is hopefully here to stay.

Christmas concerts help celebrate the season
Manuela Ayee
Staff Writer

A Day in the Life of
Steve.
Page 6

"Alex
Kerensky"
Guest Writer

Once again, the season of goodwill and
cheer is here, and Christendom the world over
will celehrate the anniversary of the birth of
Christ with great rejoicing. Here at Dordt
College, the music department is contributing to
the celehrations by putting on a few magnificent
concerts.
On December 4th, the Chamber Orchestra
and Concert Band performed works by Hanson,
Bach, Brahms, Ito, and Vaughan Williams at the
annual Winter Concert.
The Dordt Chorale presented a service of

Summer Opportunities:
What are you doing this summer?
You could take a summer
course in Honduras taught by
Professor Woodbury. If you are
interested, there is an informational meeting at 7:00pm on Friday,
December 12 in CL 246, or contact
Dr. Woodbury if you have ques-

lessons and carols on December 7, including
works
by Norman
Delio
Joio,
Felix
Mendelssohn, Walter Pelz, Benjamin Britten,
John F. Wade and Patrick Hadley.
On December 10th, the new CampusCommunity Band and the Jazz Band performed
in the B.1. Haan Auditorium.
The annual Christmas Choral Concert will
take place this Friday, December 12, at 7:30 pm
in the BJ. Haan Auditorium. The Dordt College
Concert Choir, Kantorei and Women's Chorus
will be performing. The Concert Choir will present works
by Hammerschmidt,
Claude
Goudimel, Jan Sandstrom, Healy ~illan and

Randall Thompson. The Kantorei will sing some
Alfred Burt carols, as well as songs like
"Christmas Time is Here" and "Deck the Halls."
The Women's Chorus will present 6 songs from
the "Ceremony of Carols" by Benjamin Britten.
The text was written in early English and also
includes some Latin.
"We are also attempting a work written for
SSA and harp, that includes the theology behind
the Christmas story," says Mrs. Pam De Haan,
director of the Women's Chorus. A traditional
"The First Noel" in an arrangement that contains
the infamous "Pachelbel's Canon" will also be
performed.

Upcoming Concerts ...
tions about it.
You could also be a camp
counselor at .an RCA camp. Stop
hy the placement office and pick
up an application form if you are
interested. Crane Hill Ranch asks
that you turn an application form
into them before December 31.
RCA camps will be interviewing
for counselor positions on January
21.

There is a Christmas Choral
Concert on Friday, December 12 at
7:30 pm. The Concert Choir,
Kantorei and Woman's Chorus
will be singing. There is no cost,
but an offering will be received
which will go towards music
scholarships.
Kristin Sybesma Elgersma
will have a piano recital on

Monday, December 15 at 5:30pm.
Kristin graduated from Dordt with
a degree in music performance in
1999 and achieved her master's
degree in Piano Performance and
Pedagogy in 2002. Her program
will include Prelude & Fugue in C
Major by J. S. Bach and George
Rochberg's Carnival Music.
Both concerts are in the BJ.
Haan Auditorium.
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An untapped

resource
Library continues to serve students despite low usage
-e,

Sheryl Bergeron
Guest Writer

Sara Prins

Oordt College is not a perfect of perfect people. Theft can
and does happen at Dordt,

Money Stolen
Steve Kloosterman
Editor
All things considered, Dordt
College is a safe, friendly sort of
place. Students borrow duct tape,
cereal, and DVD's from wing-mates
because they know that the doors are
never locked and no one will care,
unless you eat all their food or use
all their paperclips or forget to return
their video games for several weeks.
But
occasionally,
"borrowing"
becomes a more serious matter.
On the afternoon of Friday
November 14, roommates Jennifer
Schaver and Sarah Van Dyken- made
a trip to the Dordt Buisness Office to
cash some checks. Each of them took
out approximately 60 dollars in cash.
They put the money in their room
and left for their classes, leaving the
door unlocked, as they always did.
Most
Friday
afternoons,
Schaver and Van Dyken use their
afternoons to do homework and
clean. but on November 14, Van
Dyken happened to be making a trip
to Omaha and Schaver was in the
Campus Center.
When they returned later that
evening, Schaver and Van Dyken
were shocked to find that their

money had been stolen. Schaver was
missing $30 in cash from her checkbook, and close to $35 in quarters
(her laundry money); Van Dyken
was missing $60 in cash from her
checkbook, which was kept in her
desk drawer. Neither of them had
any idea where the money could
have gone.
Schaver and Van Dyken say
they talked to Rez-life staff and Vice
President for Student Services Ken
Boersma, but while each was sympathetic, and promised to keep an eye
out for would-he thieves, neither
could help them get their money
back.
"We have no clue who did it, so
we really can't do anything about it,"
says Schaver. Schaver says Boersma
hypothesized the money might have
been stolen because of a gambling
problem, or to be spent during
Thanksgiving break, but no suspects
have been named. "Now we lock our
door every single time we leave, says
Schaver. "We've also warned other
people to lock theirs."
This incident of theft may seem
shocking, however, it remains an isolated incident. "1 haven't heard that
tbere has been moI1WYstolen out of
other people's rooms," says Schaver.

Out'0' About-

The Dordt College campus
library houses an extensive collection of materials that many students never explore or use. With a
total number of materials exceeding 255,000, the library is well
equipped. As a matter of fact, the
student to book ratio is I student to
every 182 books. Dordt is making
such an obvious effort to provide
this media for us, are all students
making good use of it?
First let's take a look at the
material
obtainable.
Of the
library's 255,000 total volumes,
there are 118,000 book volumes
available for check out. The journal section contains 14,000 different print journal volumes and 700
journals, magazines, and newspapers with another 5,000 available
online. In addition, the microfiche/microfilm
room provides
121,000 microtext units.
The
Learning
Resource
Center, located inside the library,
has an additional 10,000 elementary and secondary
textbooks,
videos, kits, pamphlets, unit ideas
and teaching tools.
It also has
6,600 young adult and children's
literature and accompanying reference material.
So don't all Dordt students
make use of the library's considerable
amounts
of
material?
According to five of the students I
talked to, they just have no use for
the resources.
Jonathan Schans, an English
Literature Major, says that he has
no need for the library because of
the World Wide Web. He says
there is no need to leave the comfort of his own room to go to the
library if he absolutely doesn't
have to.

"If I need a book to read outside of my school work, I'll go to
the library. Otherwise I do not
have any real need," says Dreanna
Ypma, a Business Administration
Major.
Scott Beeman, ,another
Business Administration
Major,
agrees. "Unless there is something
on reserve that I need to use for a
specific assignment," he says, "1
don't really use anything in the
library."
In these three cases, it is the
student's choice not to make use of
what the library provides.
But
some students complain that it is
the library's strict policies on wbat
can and can not be checked out that
keep them from utilizing
the
wealth of material available there.
Amy Kok, an Elementary
Education and Communications
Major has worked at the library
desk for the last year and very
rarely checks out anything but
reserve materials. "The things that
students really need, like the reference materials, can not be checked
out," she says. "Many of the materials like magazines and journals
are not allowed to be checked out
either," she adds. "People 'definitely want to, but since they can't,
they lose interest and go elsewhere." As for the 121,000 microtext units, Kok says, "Oh, I've
never helped anyone check any of
that out. I've never even seen anyone use it."
With such a well equipped
library full of interesting and helpful resources, something apparent1yneeds to be done to draw in more
users. Whether it should be on part
of the students or the library itself
is anyone's guess. Most likely the
truth lies somewhere in between,
taking a compromise on both parts
to solve the problem.

Library facts
1. THE CURRENT FACILITY HAS BEEN IN USE
SINCE 1966.
2. IT HOUSES A COLLECTION OF 122,000 BOOK
VOLUMES.
3. IT HAS 16,000 PRINT
JOURNAL VOLUMES.
4. IT CONTAINS 158,000
MICROTEXT UNITS.
5. IT SUBSCRIBES TO 700
JOURNALS, MAGAZINES,
AND NEWSPAPERS.

-

6. IT HAS ELECTRONIC
ACCESS TO ANOTHER
10,000 TITLES.
7. IT IS OPEN NEARLY 90
HOURS PER WEEK DURING THE ACADEMIC
YEAR.

8. IT PROVIDES STUDY
SPACE FOR AROUND 300
STUDENTS.
9. IT CONTAINS OVER 30
MULTIMEDIA PCS FROM
WHICH STUDENTS CAN
SEARCH THE LIBRARY'S
WEB-BASED CATALOG
TO LOCATE BOOKS AND
ARTICLES, SURF THE
INTERNET, SEND E-MAIL,
COMPOSE PAPERS, AND
CREATE PRESENTATIONS.
10. THERE ARE ZIP DRIVES, SCANNERS, DIGITAL
CAMERAS, COMPACT
DISC RECORDERS AND
VIDEO CONFERENCING
EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE
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THIS DEPARTMENT MEETING IS A DRAG!
Dordt College English Department discovered in drag at department meeting.
Billy Crosse and Fanny
Dresser
Fashion Queens

-

It was a Friday afternoon, the classroom
building was empty, aud the cross-dressing
professors apparently assumed that they
would not be found out. They were wrong fashionably wrong.
The Diamond staff got wind of the scandalously clad educators through a perusal of
their department
minutes
written
by
Professor John Van Rys. Also, an inside
source, who will not be named, but does
enjoy the company of a certain theatre arts
professor, informed us of the time and place
of the meeting. "I'm an old fuddy-duddy, so

"I'm an old fuddy-duddy, so I
didn't want to participate in
this postmodern, liberal
activity. "
-Diamond source (English
Department mole)

I didn't want to participate in this postmodem, liberal activity. I did want these professors to see justice," said the source.
And our source
correct. Calmly and
properly sitting in a circle, the distinguished
English professors were primed for our photographer, who was able to get several shots
before any of the transvestite
teachers
noticed her presence. We overheard a discussion not included in the department minutes, one of what the beautiful, flowing
blonde curls did for Professor Van Rys' skin
tone. The professors also discussed whether
or not Professor Schaap's poodle skirt was
flattering to his figure. Head of the department and the instigator of the cross-dressing
effort, Professor Bob De Smith, showing a
little (OK, a lot) of leg, said, "John and Jim,
I think you both need to show off more of

was

-

your assets. Flaunt what
your momma gave you."
Professor John Van
Rys, calm and reserved,
was
shocked
at De
Smith's suggestion.
His
"John (Van Rys) and
Jim (Schaap), I think
you both need to
show off more of
your assets. Flaunt
what your momma
gave you."
-Proiessor Bob De Smith

conservative blue crushed
velvet suit and string of
pearls helped him maintain his dignity. "I can't
cause too many waves,"
he said. "I have another
College Writer coming
out." It seems that's not
the only thing he's coming out with. He never
thought his cross-dressing
tendencies would become
public knowledge.
But the men of the
Rabid Photographer
department were not the
The
Dordt
English
faculty
shows
their
dismay
at
being
caught
dressed
in
drag
at
a
only ones "dragged" into
department meeting. The men seem more shocked than the ladies. Or is it the ladies are more
the limelight. Professors
shocked
than the men? Who is whom? We do know that the hottie in the back is Professor Mary
Dengler and Van Gilst
Dengler.
also took part in the gender-confused
festivities.
fell to the ground, whimpering
Reminiscent of the late Charlie Chaplin,
"No, not here, not now. It's just
Professor Dengler, with her mustache askew,
like last time." Our sources tell us
"No, not here. Not now. It's
that Dengler was mixed up in
another collegiate cross-dressing
just like last time."
cult at an institution where she
-Protessor Mary Dengler
previously taught. Well, Dengler,
you should have learned your lesson the first time.
Oh, and if
you're going to do it, at least learn

"Get 'em Gilsty!"
-Professor Bob De Smith

how to tie a tie.
Professor Van Gilt, dressed
like a retired fanner, was the most
desperate to prevent our photographer from documenting
the
department's transgressions. "Get
out of here, you mangy, snotnosed, wannabe grammarians!
Let us do what makes us happy,"
said Van Gilst, who flew at the camera, practically tripping over her fellow exposed educators. "Yeah! You
go Lorna!" included Professor De

"Get out of here!" shouts Professor Van Gilst as she tries, in vain,
to stop our photographer as Professor Dengler casually looks on. English department, there's no covering your little secret now! The Zircon reporters have brought
the truth to the campus.

Rabid Photographer

"Don't tell my wife!" yells Professor
De Smith as Professor Schaap yells, "Don't tell my publishers!" Don't
worry, we won't tell. A copy will just be sent to them.

Smith, as his red Tina Turner wig
slid slightly to the side of his head and his
sequined spandex number inched ever higher
on his ecru thigh. "Get 'em Gilsty!"
The general public is lucky that Van
Gilst did not "get us," but we sure got her!

The Zircon can now remain a beacon of
truth, shedding light on the transvestite trappings of our venerable faculty. We give fair
warning to the other departments: watch out
for the mole among you!

3
-new
courses
coming!
Rug Mouse
Guest Rodent
New courses to be offered in
Fall 2004:
Gen REV (General
Revenge): Taught by ex-Gen 100
students, this course will be a
requirement for all faculty members. Some key focuses of the cur-

riculum include:
A detailed analysis of the
heart (no, this does NOT refer to
blood pressure, heart rate, etc).
Intense soul-searching
(no, this does NOT mean frantically looking for the gum that has
attached itself to the bottom of
one's shoe).
All faculty will also be
required to purchase the book
"Deepening the General Education
Requirements to Become More
Inclusive by Requiring Faculty to
Take Them." Cost: PRICELESS!!!
(but can be purchased at the Dordt
bookstore in hardcover form for
only $299.99).
Procrastination 101Instructor: DeWit, Laytur.
Because a concern was raised
recent all-faculty meeting over an
apparent decline in the effectiveness of college students to procrastinate, PROC 101 will see its initiation as a Gen-Ed. requirement
starting in the fall of 2004. Classes
will be held every T I Th tomorrow. Further information on this
course will be given as soon as I
finish talking to my friends on
Instant Messenger.

Dorm Ec. 200: The GenEd. course all seniors wish they
had taken as freshmen! This
course, which will be required for
all freshmen in their first semester
at Dordt, is intended to ease students into college dorm living.
Highlights include:
Basic Nutrition: Intro to
the major food groups (chocolate,
popcoro, dry cereal and
McDonalds), as well as an emphasis on highly caffeinated beverages.
Effective Laundry
Strategies: introduces the latest
techniques in
composting
for convenient and cost-effective
laundry days. Just add dirty socks
and underwear to the top of the
compost pile, and pull out the
freshly composted product from
the bottom when required (indepth analysis and hands-on experience will be had in Dorm Ec.
weekly labs).

uh oh.
Building B
shrinking
Bonge Spob
Staff Stuffed Toy
Crop circles, UFO's, and bighaired professors with mysterious
domestic lives, are nothing when
compared to the modem mystery
spot Sioux Center boasts on the
campus of Dordt College: Building

B.
It's just your ordinary redbrick east campus apartment building, located at the very northeast
corner of campus, amidst the cluster of five other, slightly larger
apartments. But every day, the residents of Building B wake up to
find their rooms a little smaller, the
stackable furniture a little bigger,
and showerhead a little closer to the
bathtub. Are the students growing,
you might ask? Is it a side effect of

East Campus building B gets smaller.
"Mexican night" at the
eating establishment on campus we
all know and love? Not at all. In
reality, the building is actually
shrinking.
B2 resident Brielle Housten
didn't have any major issues with
the building shrinking until she hit
a late growth spurt after thanksgiving break. "I tried to break in
through the window like I normally
do when Nish locks me out, but it
was like the size of a postage
stamp!" The girls on the other side
of the building have already experienced tragedy as a result of the
shrinking structure -, "Anna always
said she didn't feel right about
sleeping on the top bunk" said a
tearful Amy Groenenboom. "But
we never listened until it was too

And smaller. And smaller.

late!" Fellow roommate Diana
Scanlan had to continue the story.
"One night, we heard a scream, and
that morning the ceiling was a bit
lower and Poor' Anna was no
more!" Friend and roornate, Laura
Henson, told the Zircon "We
STILL don't know what we're
gonna tell her parents!"
The problem with the housing
situation reached crisis levels on
last Sunday afternoon when the
residents of apartment B4 tried to
deep-fat fry an entire pig, and inadvertently set the apartment on fire.
When the Sioux Center fire department.arrived on the scene there was
some confusion as to _where the
apartment actually was. After an
hour and a half of searching, one

Terrible Turkey:
Avoid spoiled foods at all costs. Your next leftovers may be the death of you.

fireman noticed a tiny stream of
smoke coming from the snow near
the dumpsters, and stamped out a
cigarette butt with his finger. B4
resident
Allison
Breukelman
became quite distraught when the
fireman left without locating the
building. "We easily could have
died," said the upset Breukelman.
"That's the last time I'm letting
Margret talk me into deep-fat-frying anything ever agan."
While the administration has
no plans in the near future to "fix"
the mortared menace, executive
director of admissions Quentin Van
Essen has-been known to charge
campus visitors a fee of $3 to see
the building, and for $5 allow them
to try and crawl inside.

Dordt is crammed
with advirice
Bo Snerdly, Zirconium Editor

Harvy Snuffleson, Staff Writer
Ooooh ...the array that
lay before your eyes for that
Thanksgiving
Day feast.
Fresh-baked rolls, cranbenry
sauce, sweet potatoes, peas
and com, turkey, and who
can forget about the stuffing?
Auggghhh! You moan after
the big event, grimacing in
pain with one hand on your
belly. Yet you still dream of
that perfect slice of pumpkin
pie with perhaps a dollop of
whip
cream.
Suddenly,
though, you are troubled to
find yourself so unbelievably
tired that the very idea of lifting another forkful to your
mouth is unheard of. You
barely make your way to the
couch that is calling your
name. Images blur together
before you as you stumble
across the room. Drooping
eyelids soon give way to a
powerful sleep that leaves
you exhausted for weeks to
come.
If this sounds familiar,
there is need to be alarmed.
The tryptophan outbreak is
on the loose, and it has

already infected 6.5 million
people around the world,
according
to the latest
reports.
All cases have
reported horrendous fullness,
fatigue, blurred vision, and
an unexplainable collapse on
the nearest available furniture. One tragic eyewitness
account recalls their own 98year-old great grandmother
lying
smushed,
helpless
underneath a nearly unconscious
trytophan-inflicted
victim. "It was awful," the
observer sobbed to the camera. "Granny barely made it
out alive."
Where does one look to
for help? It appears that our
friend, Mr. Turkey, is stuffed
with the answer. After being
held for questioning about
his involvement in the substance known as tryptophan,
he was accused of planning a
conspiracy to take over the
world. Using the L-tryptophan amino acid, which is
also found in many plant and
animal proteins, Mr. Turkey
started the human brain in
the process of producing

serotonin"
Serotonin
is
responsible
for curtailing
appetite,
calming
people
down to the point of lethargy,
and leaving one lost in a state
of intense slumber. The higher the level of serotonin, the
sleepier you become.
The tryptophan plague is
spreading through the country, and if it has not already
affected you, take immediate
precautions to avoid all
turkey consumption.
It is
crucial that you dispose of all
turkey leftovers.
Be very
aware of the serious consequences! Stay strong, and do
not be tempted by its mouthwatering appearance.
This information is provided for educational purposes only and is not intended as a substitute for professional medical advice. Do
not use this information to
diagnose or treat a health
problem. Please consult your
health care provider if you
suspect you are ill, or have
questions about your condition.

-

The Dordt bubble is not as transparent as the college believes.
There is an illusion that at Dordt
College, everyone knows everything. For example, it
is standard policy that if Mike V. goes on a Dordt
Walk with Laura V., everyone knows when and why
they went.
But the reality is that Dordt does not know all.
There are secrets that are too dark-too dark and too
deep. Students suspect but never speak.
Once in a while, a flicker of a story will catch
one's ears. The stories are told in the dark places of
campus-behind
closed doors during closed hours, in
the study rooms of Covenant Basement and in the elevators in the Campus Center.
There is talk of tunnels connecting campus. Who
has ever seen the tunnels? Apparently no one. And
that is why there is a bed at the end of the tunnel of
East Hall that no one put there.
And about those microwaves, toasters and candles: Rumors are whispered of these illegal commodities hidden in the back of closets, in the ceiling and in
the air conditioner. Perhaps one day a piece of burnt
toast will make a fire alarm go off. The fire department will go through every room-not
to do a drug
test-but to confiscate all fire hazards.
Why are the last driers in North Hall and East
Hall so popular? It would seem that they run often,
continually canrying the clothes of poor college students who are hard-pressed to find two quarters to rub
together.
What is next? Playing with BB guns inside of
buildings? But let us not shout that idea from the top
of the BJ Haan.

-
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Steve's personal life revealed
T.O. Peka and
B.O. Dega
Staff Mattress
Testers
As editor of the
Dordt
DIAMOND,
Steve Kloosterman
has been thrust into
the limelight. Daily,
people walk up to
him and say, "Hey,
Steve." But what is
the life of such a man
really like? We took
a look.

Editor extraordinaire Steve Kloosterman pokes his Snup
head from behind the shower curtain to find a surprise
guest waiting to snap his picture.

Ares

down
pizza,
with
homemade ice cream
for dessert.
Ironically, Steve
put the pizza stuff
together pretty well.
However, he forgot to
preheat
the
oven.
After twenty minutes
of cooking, the pizza
wasn't done.
When
one of his roommates
pointed out his mistake, Steve said, "Oh,
@#$%."
Steve made ice
cream
homemadestyle, but something
wasn't quite right. See
the
photo-s-what
recipe
was
Steve
using? Apparently, he
was making fried-forthe- first-time
ice
cream. Supper was ok,
his roommates attested.

Steve's day started at 9:30, after his
alarm went off for
half
an
hour.
SnirpAras
Unfortunately,
our Steve rolls over to turn off his alarm clock, even
records indicate he though he is already late for class. This is the sechad a 9:30 a.m. class. ond year Steve has piloted the Dordt DIAMOND.
Guess what: he was
late. Again. After a
quick shower, Kloosterman headed off to his 10 a.m.
During the meal, the conversation led from here to
class, Basket Weaving 101. After this class, he
there. During the discussion, when the topic fell upon
returned to his apartment to watch television.
relationships, Steve not only admitted there was a certain someone whom he liked, but also that he was a
At noon, Steve headed out to English Grammar.
We still aren't sure ifhe made it. At 1 a.rn., Steve went "one girl, one guy-type of guy." We still aren't sure
what this means.
home to do homework for the next day. Half an hour
later, he was done.
The rest of the day went just as smoothly. Life
For the afternoon, Steve napped, slobbering and
was simple and easy. The DIAMOND is in the capatwitching, planned the next issues of the DIAMOND
ble hands of Steve Kloosterman, editor extraordinaire.
and ignored his cooking responsibility for his roommates. At 4:30, Steve started cooking, making upside-

Interspace teleportatlcn
E.T. Murrow
Space Correspondant
Just as Student Forum members were
drawing their discussion to a close this
Tuesday, they received word that an important announcement was to be made.
President Zylstra was escorted into their
meeting and revealed the latest brave new
addition to Dordt's campus - an advanced
center for space colonization, located underneath the new soccer field. At first, this
struck Student Forum members as a very liberal idea for a college that doesn't even have
a College Democrat Club. Their morale
soared, however, when President Zylstra
explained, "The Board wanted to do something truly Reformational with the Kuhl
property. The more we thought about it, the
more we realized that 'sphere sovereignty'
goes far beyond earth."
This new base will at first be officially
titled the Interspace Teleport Center. "We're
actually just waiting to see if students will
call it 'The !tey Sea' or just 'The Itsy'," said
Ken Boersma, who is still the Vice President
for Student Services.
Not only does the IrC allow Dordt to

continue broadening its horizons, it should
increase attendance at soccer games. The
original plans for the new soccer field included only a concession stand and restrooms.
But the Board realized that eating expensive
junk food was not nearly as thrilling as being
beamed to distant starbases. The concession
stand stayed in the plans, but now doubles as
the main entrance to the labyrinth of command stations, transport bays and power systems installed
underneath
the grassy
expanse. "The boys at Alton Well &
Concrete put in a lot more than three hundred
feet of pipe as they worked in the shadows of
Southview," admitted Mr. Boersma.
The collapsing wells story provided
crews with the necessary amount of time to
bring about the master plan. Federation
Engineers were brought onto Dordt's campus
with baseball caps pulled low over their
faces. The chain link fence was temporarily
installed to keep the campus community safe
during construction. Although some students
may feel misled, most of the student body
will soon agree that it was for the greater
good. And the fence will go as soon as the
unexpected flaws in the security system are
fixed.

President Carl Zylstra greets Commander Spock of the Starship Enterprise and
Obi-Wan Kenobi upon their arrival via the new Interspace Teleport Center.
The ITC was financed by a grant from
the Hawking Fund and variously budgeted
loans. After missions begin, the Center is
expected to pay for itself in just a few years
by giving Dordt College an edge over rival
Christian colleges. Space transport and colonization is a field that has not yet been chal-

lenged to give "God alone the glory". After
the ITC is opened next year as part of Dordt's
Fiftieth Year Jubilee celebration, we will be
free to redeem this area of God's creation. In
the meantime, the naming rights of the concession stand are up for bids to the most generous donor.
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A step in the right direction
But the Kuyper Scholar's Program won't recognize excellence by simply requiring additional work
Dear Editor,
Dordt College touts itself as an academic institution, but ever since the early 19708,
there has not been a dean's list to recognize
the scholastic gifts of Dordt College students. We feel that this is an issue worth consideration.
President Carl Zylstra said the
dean's list was originally discontinued largely due to faculty dissatisfaction based on two
main arguments: 1) it was simply too easily
achieved, and 2) there was a feeling that
there should be no extra praise for a student
with strong abilities who makes the dean's
list than a student with weaker abilities who
didn't make the dean's list but worked just as
hard. In other words, they feared creating
elitism on campus.
"We do not want to single out certain people," said Charles Veenstra, head of
the communication department. "If you have
an academic gift, it's your responsibility to
use that gift, and you don't need special
recognition to do that."
We, however, believe that instead of
building up certain people's egos, the addition of a dean's list would offer students
more of an incentive to excel in their studies.
President Zylstra agreed.
"You could say that Harvard is an

elitist school, but people still swamp to go
there," he said. "Could you say that concert
band or concert choir is elitist? Yes. But does
that mean that people don't want to be in
chorale? We have a huge chorale, and I think
that's a testament that people want to be in
concert choir."
Similarly, Zylstra said a dean's list
would serve as a reminder to students who
are not on the list to work harder in their
studies, so they can make the list. It would
also give students who are on the dean's list
justified recognition that they can include on
their job resume or application for graduate
school.
Although Dordt College does not consider the addition of a dean's list a priority, it
still recognizes the need to encourage academically talented students. A scholars program, which recently was approved by the
curriculum committee, is pending approval
of Dordt College faculty.
The program has been deemed the
Kuyper Scholars Program and has been crafted to be unique to Dordt College, although
Calvin College and Trinity Christian College
already have similar programs. The scholars
program would combine Communication
110 and English 101 into a four-credit class.
Participating
students would receive a

Kuyper Scholars minor that requires an 18credit minimum workload.
Students eligible to participate would
need an ACT composite of 28 and a cumulative high school GPA of 3.5 or above.
Students with at least one semester at college
would need letters of recommendation from
faculty and a cumulative GPA of 3.25.
According to the curriculum proposal
for the program, "the objective of the program is not to 'honor' those students who
have been given exemplary gifts of scholarship but rather to encourage them through a
structured program of study to work in a
community at a greater depth of interdisciplinary scholarship."
Zylstra said the focus of improving academic recognition on campus should currently be focused around this program.
"I'd prefer at this point to put an emphasis on this program," Zylstra said. "We do
need a program like this, and I'm excited
about the idea because we have students who
need a challenge. With this program, those
with extra gifts, now have to work extra
hard."
We question, however, if the proposed
Kuyper program would really solve the lack
of Dordt's recognition for academic excellence. Also, would this new program really

raise the standard of academics without promoting some people's concerns of elitism?
The proposed scholar program would
challenge students academically but would
elevate them above others enrolled in general classes. Meanwhile, a dean's list would
publicly acknowledge academic achievements in the student's average college workload. We also think more students would be
inclined to excel if the incentive of a dean's
list was present. The requirement of 18 extra
credits on top of Dordt College's already
long list of generals is quite intimidating,
especially to those just entering college. A
dean's list would motivate students to work
harder in their programs of study, while the
scholar program would push for an even
greater liberal arts standard, which students
already obtain through general education
requirements.
The bottom line is that Dordt should
not be satisfied with its current state of academic recognition, even if the new scholars
program is approved. The college should
challenge itself to look beyond the program
and strongly-consider reinstating a dean's list
for the benefit of the students and the college
as an academic institution.
--Carl
Van StryIand
and April
Bolkema

Diamond Staff
Editor
Steve Kloosterman
OesignlAssistant Editor

Dear J.J,
1 heard a rumor about.
Dordt starting a football
team in the next few years.
What's up with that?

Sincerely,
2BaQB
Well, a Defenders football team, eh BBQB? I'm
assuming
you
mean
American football, but you
could mean Australian Rules
football. Arguably, Dordt
already has a "football"
team. To humor you though,
1 will address getting an
American football team. My
first question would be, "Do
you really want to ruin
Dordt's undefeated record?"
Dordt has not lost a football
game since its founding in
1955. Do we want that to
change? 1 also questioned

whether Dordt's lack of a
football team had something
to do with its Dutch heritage. 1 looked up the letter
"V" on the player's list in
the NFL and found only 5
players out of about 2,000
with the last name "Vanthis" or "Vander-that," The
fact that Dordt did not have
a football team was one of
the first things 1 noticed
when 1 got here, but 1 soon
heard a rumor that President
Zylstra was lobbying to get
one. "I certainly feel that it is
a good idea to look into it,
but 1 do not have any definite opinion one way or
another about it yet," said
Zylstra. He stated that the
college has been considering
this prospect, but that the
possibility was still being
investigated.
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Members of the cast of "The Christmas Travelers" practice at a
recent rehearsal. The play will open for the public at the B.J.
Haan Auditorium' on Friday and Saturday, Dec. 19 and 20 at 7 p.m.

Sara Prins

"The Christmas Travelers" is written in both Spanish and English and
tells the story of Mary and Joseph, searching for a place to stay in Bethlehem.
The play was produced by Dordt's foreign language and theater departments.

Bilingual play hopes to bring community together
Steve Kloosterman
Editor
Each family has its own Christmas traditions, but this
year Sioux Center area residents are invited to widen the circle and taste the treats and traditions of neighbors,
"The Christmas Travelers" will be open free of charge to
students during the two dress rehearsals, on Dec, 16 and 17,
at 7 p.m, in the BJ, Haan, The play will be open to the public for $2 a head (children free) at the RJ, Haan Auditorium
on Friday and Saturday, Dec, 19 and 20, at 7 p.m, by which
time most students will have left for the semester,
The Christmas play, "Crossing Borders: The Christmas
Travelers," was written by Sioux Center residents, Socorro
Woodbury and April Hubbard, who interviewed local residents with Dutch and Latino backgrounds and wove their

Geo 254*

journeys together with the journey to Bethlehem, "Just as
Mary and Joseph came, looking for a place to stay, so Dutch
immigrants came looking for a place to stay and so Hispanic
immigrants came looking for a place to stay," says
Woodbury, who was herself born in Honduras,
The play is written in Spanish and English using dialogue as a device that translates each Spanish phrase into
English, each English phrase into Spanish (a few parts will be
summarized in English on transparencies), The story oflocal
Dutch immigrants will also be shared in Dutch, Favorite
Christmas carols cross the language barrier and will be
shared in both languages, with audience participation,
''The Christmas Travelers" begins with a rendition of the
Hispanic traditional play, Las Posados, in which Mary and
Joseph search for a place to stay in Bethlehem, Mary and

4 CIlOSS~CULrIJRAI..
SUMMER COIJIlSE
IN II0"lOUIlAS
May 14 - 31, 2004
GEN 251-- Honduras:

)r

Learn about the history, culture,

politics and

mi$$ion outreach in Nicaragua
;.,.Viait various agencies and community
development working at tho grass roob level and
participate In their work
.. Exp ... ience daily life in Nicaragua
., Witness the social and economic needs of CentTal
America
,. Enjoy the natural b•• uty

•

see Dr. Duane Bajema for more information

'"C1i!n234 is open to ull majors; Spanish language is nut required

i

i

.:I

Joseph will be represented by two couples, one Hispanic, one
Dutch, signifying the similarities between Dutch and
Hispanic immigrants and comparing the plight of the immigrant to that experienced by Mary and Joseph, Los Pasados
will be followed by a reading of the Christmas Story from the
book of Matthew in Spanish and English,
Next the cast will produce a Pastorella, another traditional Mexican play that follows the shepherds as they travel to
Bethlehem to worship the Christ child despite a scheming
group of devils' attempt to sabotage their worship,
The play will be for the most part a Black-box theatre
style minimalist performance with most of the actors dressing in solid colors, The Sioux Center Recreation and Arts
Department provided funding for play, which was produced
by the foreign Language and theater departments at Dordt,

LAnguage, Culture and Sectety

Tins course is designed for students who would like to go abroad to
fulfill their cross-cultural requirement or their study-abroad credits
for It Spanish minor. Knowledge of Spanish is not a requirement.
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